Student threaded postings in response to question about what they learned in Women and Public Policy course for Spring 2005
(Note: I edited out only the longer descriptions of what the students posted about the specifics of their individual policy topic, but all other comments about the course and about me, as the instructor, are just as they were submitted by the students.) 

(The lines break between each student.)

I just want to say that I have learned so much in this class and it has been great.

I have learned that there is a whole other side to advertising that I wasn't fully aware of. I have learned that as a hard working, female citizen I must become more active in public policy making decisions in order to let my voice be heard.  I have learned that although there are alot of people who share my views, there are many who do not and that is ok.  If everyone agreed on everything, life would be boring and uneventful.  This has been an interesting class and I have learned many things from my classmates as well.  For pete sakes, I have even learned that writing in all caps means you are yelling at the person whom your speaking to.  :)  I hope you all have a great summer !! 

Mrs. Chanley,  I have really enjoyed your class.  I wasn't sure what this class would be like, but it I loved your laid back teaching style.  There was alot of great topics we discussed during the semester and I truely enjoyed it.   I am sorry your leaving UIS, but good luck to you in the future.  I'm sure whatever it is you'll be doing, you will have great success  :)

I too have learned so many things this semester. My favorite part of this class was the laid back attitude of learning from each other. I feel this is the best atmosphere to learn from.

One thing that shocked me was the distribution of wealth. I believe this shocked everyone. However, this only makes me strive harder to achieve my goals and to become a successful female.

Another valuable lesson that I have learned in this class was how to word my values and opinions in such a way that it makes sense and to be argumentative without being defensive. It may have taken a couple of tries but in the end I am quite proud of my accomplishments in this class. 

None if my views have changed although I have realized there are a lot of people closer to home than I thought that have opposing view points to mine. In my small town and area at home everyone pretty much has the same views on political "stuff." Hollywood is much closer than I realized. This makes me want to go into politics even more than before!

Sharon- I am sorry to hear you are leaving. This has been one of the best classes I have ever taken. Thanks!


I've enjoyed the opportunity to take this course and I'm as appreciative of the way Sharon has directed it as I am deeply disappointed by her imminent departure..
This has been a very interesting class. This was my first online course and it has been a great experience.  I have learned a little bit about a great deal of topics, I love that we share about each of our topics as well as things we have discovered.  I have had an opportunity to investigate some areas of domestic violence and prevention that I may not have ventured out to without people bringing up topics concerning it.  I have thoroughly enjoyed corresponding with people and sharing our thoughts.  I have strengthened some relationships through this class as well as gained some insight into what I can do no matter what obstacles are put in front of me.

Sharon, thank you for your understanding of the circumstances in this semester with me and I appreciate all you have done.  I appreciate the non stressful teaching style you have, since I have one particular instructor that is just making me insane it was great to work with an instructor such as yourself.  Your thoughts and insights have made this an amazing learning experience for me.

I will continue my endeavors to improve the domestic violence laws as well as the consequences in our society.  I know I can make a difference.

Thanks Again.


I came away with a vast array of knowledge of how policies work for the good &   bad especially for women and sometime for men as well but women tend to struggle even today. I just hope that eventually the playing field will even out in my life time 

I also learned that all caps indicate a person is yelling, so if i decided to take my second class on line i truly prepared. thank you for a great experience for my first on line class!    

I have learned alot this semester - it was just great.  

This was my first online class and I truly enjoyed it.  I plan on taking another online class in the fall, thanks to Wendy for her support.  I really enjoyed reviewing everyone's opinions and view points regarding women and public policy (Steve -you are one man that is truely a man, who would help women beside degrade them- thank you).  I also learned that typing in all caps meant yelling which I can truly understand that.  The main thing I learned in this class was how public policy and women in today society mean a lot to women and we all need to support our believes.  The one true thing I learned will be looking at advertising in a total different way.  This class has taught me to view other people's opinions just as well as my own and that men and women do support women policy. 
Mrs. Chanley, I would like to thank you for your teaching methods.  I was truly a pleasure knowing that we had time to complete our assisgnment and give our thoughts in the best way possible.  I am sorry to hear that you are leaving UIS - good luck to you in the future.


Sharon,

What a pleasure it has been to learn from you.  You introduced me to so many topics of which I was aware, but not really involved.  In high school government I learned the fundamentals of government--the Constitution, the three branches of governement, etc.  But you made it real and come to life.  That's what a good teacher does.  You showed us how commited and educated we must be if we are going to make a difference.  There are so many levels and so many interest groups all working for their own cause and against each other.  You showed us how everything is intertwined and can have a domino effect if we're not careful.  I will forever look at advertising with a suspicious eye; and when I hear about domestic violence cases in the news, wonder if advertising had something to do with it.  

I will be teaching my son to respect women.  I will be striving for better jobs for women with equal or better pay than men.  I will be more aware and watchful of sexual harrassment in the work place and if it happens, do something about it.


I really enjoyed reading everyone's thoughts on what kind of government we have. It was interesting to me that there were so many different views on how our government is ran. This type of class can really get out of hand because of the different issues and different views we all have. I too learned how to reword some thoughts on the blackboard to where I wasnt being defensive or offensive. I wish that there was more time in this class so that we could go in more depth of some of these topics. These topics I think will always have some kind of controversy that it will be hard to ever get the "right" policy.

In the course of this class I have learned that you can never guess what someone else's opinion may be, you can't feel sorry for yourself because someone else has always had it harder, basic "rights" in this society (i.e. safety, food, shelter etc) are not considered rights by everyone, writing in all caps means you're yelling, and regardless of what anyone else says, our society still has a long way to go before men and women are on equal footing in the public policy arena. I have also learned that while women in general are not treated as equals to men the older and poorer the woman the less public policy seems to even care. I have also learned how to use discussion boards and I have really tried to see some pretty sticky political situations from a different point of view. I have also learned that many people in this country would like things to change but almost all of us are unsure how to accomplish this. I was already quite aware of how Hollywood and the media portray women, and I was very glad to see by many posts that more people are now aware of this.

	

	This was my first online class.  It was a great experience.  I am taking two more this summer.  I have learned that there is a lot to play in any policy that is created.  The roles of big business, interests groups, voters opinion, politician opinion, and so on.  

I have also learned a little more about the art of wording things.  I am overwhelmed by the amount of difference in viewpoints.  It gives me a concept of how hard the job of a politician must be.  She/he has thousands of viewpoints and issues to consider.  This class only had a few people talking and at times it got pretty strong.  However, sitting back and considering the different opinions gave insight that was not present at the beginning.  

There were several topics presented that I had given little thought to prior to this class.  The large array of topics was great and will keep me thinking for the future.  

Sharon thank you for a laid back philosophy that took the pressure off of deadlines and requirements therefore allowing for open thought, learning and contemplation.  




I agree.  It is shame I can't recommend her class to anyone else.  They are missing a great experience.  Per a students viewpoint, this is a sad loss to UIS.

This class was very interesting. I am really glad I decided to take it. I am always a little leary on taking online courses because I'm afraid they will be too fast paced and it will be a lot of work to do on my own. Fortunately, this class was the opposite. I felt like we had a reasonable amount of time to complete all of the work we needed to. I have used discussion boards in classes before but not to the extent that we did in this class. I think that they are a great way of communication for the whole class. I got to express some of my views as well as read what others opinions are. Everyone has their own beliefs and views about certain issues. I found it very interesting to read other people's views because some of them changed my way of thinking a little bit as well. I learned a lot about how the media has such a big impact on our society these days. I learned that women must stand up for what they believe is right and let their voices be heard. If one person speaks up, others are sure to follow in their path.

I had a lot of fun taking this class! It was nice talking to all of you. Have a great summer! :)

I'm glad other people weren't afraid to share their views even though it may have went against what other people in the class thought. I also learned a lot from my classmates in this course! I think we gave each other a new way to look at things.

I have learned so much in this class.  Like many others, I was afraid of taking an online class because I feel I can learn and absorb information in a classroom setting.  But this class was actually very ease to follow online and the work wasn't too overwhelming like it can sometimes be. 

While doing research and reading the postings of others, I learned so much about things I never really thought about before.  I now realize just how fake everything is in advertising.  One of the things that I enjoyed more than anything is reading all the comments that everyone else had.  Some of the viewpoints were so different than my own and reading them had a huge impact on how I now view things.

Sharon, good luck to you in the future.  It is a shame we are loosing such a great teacher and wonderful person.

Good luck to everyone and have a GREAT summer!!


This class was much more interesting then what i expected.I learned that everybody has a unique way of looking at things or interpreting circumstances.In this class i tried to see from other poeple's point of view and that opened my eyes to a lot of things.The discussions where very informative.After taking this class one aspect which stands out is I dont kow everything,and before making any decisions or judements you have to look at the other side of the coin.

Thank you Sharon for all the insights and the positive feedback


I have learned from this class that it is better to be in poverty then it is to be a blue collar worker.  I have also learned that it is important for us, if we do not like some thing that is being done in the government we do have a say so.  I never thought we did, but their are ways to change.  I have also learned from this semester that what ever you think is bad in your life something is always worse.  I found that out the hard way, I lost my son at two months old, just 2 weeks ago from SIDS.  They say the SIDS rate is going down because of what they sugest by putting the babies on their backs, and everything else they say but I think the reason it is going down is due to the high level of abortions being done.  I don't know that is my opinion but I will look into it.  

I wish I could have pulled more out of this class this semester but I have had alot on my mind, I know who doesn't.  But I really was suprised to find out that it is much better to be poor then to  be in the blue collar group collar group


I first want to thank Prof. Chanley for a fabulous class!  I'm sorry to see you go but I'm sure you'll be moving on to a better place.

I think the most important thing I learned is that deciding the course of public policy to the inclusion of women is a daunting task.  In reading all of the posts, I see that we, as women, don't have a singular viewpoint.  We don't have a singular need.  We have a spectrum of needs and wants, sometimes contradicting each other.  If we can't agree, as a group, on a certain viewpoint, how can we expect our leaders to give us what we want?

I think, though, despite our inability to agree on positions on issues, there is one thing we can agree on, we want the same opportunities as are afforded men.  To maximize those opportunities, we may need special consessions.  We do have to be careful, however, because, with too many consessions, we become "the weaker sex" again.  

We also have to maintain our ability to make choices and be free to be who we want to be - including not holding each other back.  Though we like to blame men, in general, for our troubles, a lot of it is us.  We need to raise our daughters to believe that they are beautiful, intelligent, and capable and not to learn to rely on someone else for their success or failures.  

Not meaning to quote a movie but, "governing is prioritizing."  We have to ensure that we, as women, are a priority, not just with women specific issues but on all issues.  We have to remain accountable and accounted for.  We need to stay vocal.  And we need to make sure that we vote.

I think this has been an interesting and productive semester.  In choosing this course it was primarily because it concerned women's issues, but now I realize that making public policy is a long drawn out procedure that needs citizens to become involved if we truly want change.  With my topic (obstacles that block women from seeking substance abuse treatment), I found that few policies are in place to help women get the treatment they need.  Many women are embarassed to ask for help because of the stigma associated with alcohol/drug addiction.  Many women are also the primary care givers for small children and few have enough family support.  Some women become involved with the Dept of Children and Family Services for help but that is often a doubled edge sword.  They not only have to deal with getting clean/sober, they have to follow all service plan recommendations from DCFS in order to get their children back.  

I have enjoyed reading all of the discussions.  Good luck Sharon on your future endeavors!!.  

First, I want to give the class, teacher and the other students a thumb's up.  I am almost finished going for my degree so I did'nt have too many choices of classes that would satisfy the degree's last requirements.  When I saw almost all feminine names on the introductions, I got worried. But everyone seemed to respect each other's diverse point of view, even mine.  Thank you.  

I know that we live in a free society where rich white men make all the rules.  However, we should not let the past make us give up that everyone deserves the right to be heard.  Actually, things have gotten better in a lot of areas.  Women are breaking through the glass ceiling.  In the company that I work for is a African-American woman that would be a great CEO.   I wouldn't be surprised if she became one.  More women are gaining better opportunities.  

I have learned that through discussions like the ones that we have had helps us gain better insight into others and ourselves.  People, women and men, need to get involved and know what is going on in their communities, state, and national governments.  If your leaders are doing something wrong or that you just don't believe is the best course of action, tell them.  Write a letter, email them, go to town meetings.  When a reporter asks your opinion, give it to them.  

Good Luck with the rest of your lives everyone,

This semester my very opinionated self was stretched to new limits! In my old age, I have always figured I had all my belief systems set, and that, "there's nothing new under the sun." However, I have learned to re-think many of my notions due to the course content in this class...one of the most important being the very topic I chose to study - women in combat. I had originally thought women should not even be allowed to fight in combat, but the more I read and conversed with others on the matter, the more I began to re-think my position. For one thing, who's to say it is worse for a child to lose his/her mother than to lose a father in a war? 

Additionally, my eyes were opened WIDE in regards to the section where we did various assignments regarding women in advertising. The shock of the heroin addict being used in advertising as being something desirable is something I will never forget. I have always noticed/been sensitive to the fact that only the thin, young, beautiful women are in ads but not so acutely aware as I am now because of the discussions this class has had on the topic.

The topics that other classmates chose were most interesting and thought-provoking as well. Additionally, the various articles I read were enlightening, particularly the one on gender stereotypes ("Experiencing Race, Class and Gender in the United States" by Virginia Cyrus.) I had always been aware of the race and class stereotypes, but not so much about gender. Fascinating...

Lastly, I did enjoy learning the material we read in the required text - I had some idea, of course, of the complicated nature of "making policy" but I learned a lot more in detail about it (I was particularly interested in the part about lobbying) and thus, feel like a much more well-informed citizen!

Thanks, Sharon, and fellow classmates for the part you each played in enlightening (and lightening up!) this old gal!!


It is amazing how there is always something to be learned.  I feel as though I catch myself saying daily, "you learn something everyday."  

My entire masters program focuses on policy making.  And I was glad this class opened my eyes to quite a few national policies I never even knew where on the books or were in Congress under debate.

Your topic was one I certainly wasn't all that familiar with.  Women in combat was something I had thought about before.  However I was like you I just didn't think we had a place there.  I want to thank you for helping me realize that we can fight next to men on the front lines any day. 

Although the title of this class focuses on policy...I feel I learned way beyond legislation this semester.  

By bringing in such a wide variety of people, it helped me to think about what others go through, while they live and work in our society.  I found it both interesting and educational that our classmates live all over...which helps bring perspectives from all over.  From the wine country of California to the neighboring city of Decatur.  From downtown Chicago to a farm area such as Carrollton...all of us have had different experiences and lives which I believe helps one another when you share these colorful perspectives.

As a local and state political junkie, it was nice this class opened my eyes to the National scenery.  Even though I am a woman, before now I rarely thought about political initiatives in the terms of gender.

By moving through the discussion board and sifting through my classmates postings I learned from them.  I enjoy online classes because it provides an open environment for just that.  People are given an opportunity to share their entire view point.  And all of us read and understand this and it broadens our perspectives.  

When it comes to lesbian couples' access to fair rights...the system is moving.  I learned about legislation I did not know even existed, as well as bills that are now working their way through the legislative process.  I still think our society has a long way to go when it comes to giving women equal rights in many different areas.  At least for lesbian rights in particular I can say there are huge gains being made, and others that are on their way.  

It has been fun.  Thank you all for sharing your viewpoints and allowing mine to be heard.


You know, it is kind of like a lot of the "hot topic" issues in politics today, one never really knows how one actually DOES feel until one does a fair amount of reading/studying on BOTH sides of the issue. It is often frustrating (yet enlightening) to me to "prepare" for voting in elections each time - since the iussues can be clouded in some way, one needs to take a long, hard, slow, close look internally before deciding how to mark that ballot.

Anyway, thanks for the remark - and I agree - so very many issues for us, as women, require deep spiritual thought,...


First off, I loved your teaching style Sharon. i feel as though I learned and retained much more through discussion with peers that I ever could through note taking and tests. I really enjoyed being exposed to all viewpoints. This allowed me to really assess each point I had in my head and made me have to validate my reasonings. I liked how a lot of topics were covered and all the topics were great and very well presented. The book was interesting, not the most realxing book to read because there was a lot to absorb but it helped me understand how policy is made and the reasoning behind policy making.

My topic arear was teenagers and abortions. This is really a loaded topic and opposing sides can go in circles for days on this topic. After reading a significant amount of material on this topic and exposing myself to both sides I have to say my position on abortion still reamins the same. I still feel that teenagers no matter how mature they are, are not able to come to the decision to have an abortion on there own. It blows my mine that you can not even drive at the age of fifteen but you can choose to take the life of someone. I will get off my soap box now. I understand better now why policy is important and how it helps to keep society in a balance. Although Policy is not always fair and may seem absolutely absurd at times it does serve a purpose. To see this purpose I have learned that you have to remove the blinders that everyone has and and allow yourself to see all sides of every situation. You have to weigh all the positive against the negatives.

The advertising section we studied was brilliant. That was such an eye opener. It is really sad how perverse our great nation has gotten. We seem to have abandoned our morals at the cost of our youth. Because of this section I find myself constanly monitoring shows I watch and magazines I read for the signs of advertising.

I learned that no matter what town or city you live in it all has the same foundations, meaning there are your low, middle and high class populations. That is something that will never change and is a constant across the nation.

I feel as though I have gained a lot from this class and would highly recommend taking this class. Thanks everyone!!!!!

Ditto on the thanks to Sharon - it was most empowering and refreshing to be involved in this type of class structure :)

Kudos to us all!!!


Participating in this class has helped me understand more about our political system and the pitfalls to effective policymaking. Special interest groups that lobby in the U.S. (such as women?s groups, labor unions, religious groups) have tremendous power and those with the most backing (money) are often those in the driver?s seat. With issues discussed in this class like teenage abortion, equal pay for women and men, domestic violence, and deadbeat dads, our policy makers (legislators) are overwhelmed by the amount of information available to study.

As each classmate outlined their topic, I learned to appreciate the gargantuan number of women?s issues on the table. I participated in and learned from issues presented in class. I also learned to consider others? points of view regarding policies. For the most part, it appeared as though most of us agreed on the major topics, but for me there were aspects of the policies discussed that I had not ever considered. 

 

I learned to pay attention to advertising and recognize it for what it is. Advertising preys on our insecurities about our looks and sexuality. The entertainment industry as a whole continues to propagate our insecurities. The messages given to our children and us are unhealthy but it seems we are convinced the majority of people deem the messages acceptable. Our awareness of advertising and industry medias hold on us will be a step towards a change in attitude.

 

Finally, with my own policy topic, deadbeat dads, I learned there is more than meets the eye when reviewing details. I learned there are federal laws protecting children of non-custodial parents. Before my studies, I thought each state had their own laws and the federal government was not involved to any great degree. Not so.

 

 

All in all, I learned WE HAVE A VOICE AND CAN BE INVOLVED IN THE CHOICE.

 

Thanks to Sharon and all my classmates for an extremely informative class. 


I think the most important part of your post that I read was that you are able to look at both sides of an issue, even though you know you have your own opinions on the matter.  I think that is what is most important in any policy-making issue, especially the "hot" topic you have chosen.  It seem that you have gotten a lot from the course (I have too!) and I agree that Sharon's style of teaching allows us to truly think about what is being said rather than doing a long list of fact. 


This class sure opened my eyes to a lot of things. At times, I race through life at 100 miles an hour and don't take time to pay much attention to my surroundings. This class made me stop and meditate about so many things happening around me. I too enjoyed the opportunity to share with fellow classmates and learn from everyone that there is more than one way to look at things.

I did not like the text. Although there were parts I could read and comprehend pretty readily, I occasionally found myself  reading the same portion of text repeatedly so I could understand what was being said. I agree the text contained a lot of great information and perspective, but the presentation of the material was pretty dry.

One of the things that I learned from this class is that women in the media (objectification) is still alive and well.  I think there's some relevance to women's sports that are beneficial (ie, marketing) but perhaps a little risky.  

But perhaps the best thing that I enjoyed in this class is that we were allowed to talk about related issues and whatever personal experiences we had.  Most of my other classes at UIS are limited to a class topic, and I often get in trouble for wanting to talk about other stuff.  =)

This was my first PAC course and I am planning on taking another one.  I had the same teacher as this one!


This has been a very enlightening area and I have learned more than I imagined I would.  Many things in life seem to breeze by, and without pausing for a moment and performing an analysis we would never really know what we saw.  For instance, the use of women in advertising and the hidden messages used to get consumers to buy a product.  We also learn from each other since there is a big difference between people across the country.  In my opinion people from Illinois seem to be fairly laid back while people around me in California are going a million miles a minute.  I think someday I may end up somewhere other than California.

I learned more about the struggle women have made in their push for equality.  Prior to WWII women in the workplace were rare and those who did work were given menial jobs.  During the war women went to work in force performing jobs once thought of as work for men.  Once the war ended women were pushed back into the home and some stayed at work.  Women working during the war had let the cat out of the bag and the number of women working continued to grow even after the war.  The push for equality is still a forward process with much more to gain.  Does the future hold for a woman President in the near future?  


I knew from the start that this was going to be a difficult class for me. I am a woman, but I'm not hardly a feminist and I think some people may have a problem with that. Reading through the discussion postings this semester I read from people who showed signs of serious feminism, which is fine, but its also interesting to read viewpoints from people who have much different views than you do. I suppose I am just a very old-fashioned person in a very liberal mindset. So I don't think my positions have changed really. I have thought more about policies and how they shape our lives, though. Every single topic that every single person in this class picked affects us in some shape or form. My topic, prenuptial agreements, affects how society views the marriage. Premarital agreements designate what it acceptable in a marriage and who will be doing what. Not only are they a reflection of society, but I think they can also affect society over time. When we hear in the media what others had in their prenuptial agreements we can only wonder, hey, is that something that I should get put into my prenuptial agreement? I know several people in my community don't even have prenuptial agreements. I suppose it allows for trust in the marriage, but what if something happens? What if there is a bitter end and one of the partners is left with nothing? These are all good things to think about.

As for the overall layout of the course, I liked the fact that it was pretty much work on your own, at your own pace course. I think it really got me to bare now and do what I needed to do, but gave me plenty of time to research on my own and learn things that I should know about policy and some of the different policies out there.  


First, I learned a lot about other,  meaningful women's issue.  Last semester in the Women and Family seminar, I knew that this class would be a great follow-up, and I was not disappointed.

Sharon, I loved the way you had the class set up also.  I found it easy to navigate and plan for, and that is something that doesn't always happen in online classes.  Also, the amount and quality of feedback that you gave inspired me to do the best that I could by presenting interesting information to the others.

I loved the text!  I thought it was great in every way.  I had forgotten so much information about how our country's system works...and evidently, I didn't know a lot because I found out why women's issues aren't that important, why poor people never seem to get any help, and just because someone tells you we have the best system in the world, it isn't necessarily true.  There is also the hope that it's really not too late to do something, anything; because there are lots of solutions.  I know I will use that text over and over.

Fortunately for me this class corresponded with the Water Class, which I mentioned in a number of postings.  I'm sure they are as tired as all of you are about hearing the corelations.  But also, I took a class at State Farm that was called Political Insights.  It was also very interesting because we actually became a first time representative in Congress and had to make many decisions based on information that was given during the class.  I have to say that myself and one other person in my group of 6 were the only two who any clue of how the process worked...and I think it helped me to make better choices because I got re-elected!!!  So all in all I feel so fortunate to have all of this come together at once.

But most importantly, I feel that this class has inspired me to investigate more about the political process.  I feel as if I would like to be a volunteer in a candidate's election.  This is not one of the benefits that I expected, but my interest in politics has dramitacally increased.

Thanks to all of you who answered my postings; as always, it is enlightening!


I have really enjoyed this class. The structure gave me the time to post in between work and school, and it was incredibly interesting and educational to read and respond to everyone's different views and ideas that have been posted for this class.

I loved reading the articles for this class. While many of them were heartbreaking in the fact of how much further women's policy has to go, it was very educational to see what is going on around the world, and what we, as both citizens and women, need to do to make changes in policy.

My topic of funding for international planning is one that has constant media attention, espcially with the large AIDs epidemic in Africa. I really do hope that our current administration can get past the religious ignorance of current policy of family planning and do what is best for society.

I have particularly enjoyed the discussion boards with this class. With so many different views and topics, it's amazing how all o four different backgrounds and perspectives give us ideas to build upon. Whether or not we agree with people, we still take that differing perspective with us, and learn from it. There is no black or white issue, everything and every topic has a gray area and that's where all of our ideas and voices come in hand.

It's been a wonderful semester, and I want to thank all of you for sharing your ideas and comments.

Have a great summer!


This course has opened my eyes as well as my mind.  The course work we do on women and advertising really caught my attention.  I find myself looking at commercials and magazine advertisments more critically and not allowing the advertiser to suck me into the hype of their product.  

The various topics that were chosen by other classmates were very interesting and I was wowed by the fantastic postings of the others in the course.  The topics really gave me a great deal to think about in terms of women and their place in society.  

Women have come a long way in the last century and we will continue to grow and gain the respect that is due.  The way the course was set up allowed me to work at my own pace and Sharon gave us all the opportunity to converse online and to speak our minds.  

I have enjoyed this course and have grown as a person and a women.  

I think the thing I learned most from this class is to wake up and pay attention to what was going around me in entertainment and advertisements.  So frequently I go through life on autopilot, randomly channel surfing or flipping through a magazine.  I never stop to actually look how women are being portrayed in a movie or how they are being used to sell everything from beer to body wash.  This class taught me the importance of questioning the things that I normally just accept as "how the world works."  I use to say that how women are portrayed in the media didn't bother me.  I just kind of blocked it out and consciouisly knew all women aren't beautiful, blond, thin and really, really excited about floor cleaner.  But now I realize that no matter what, those images do subconsciously affect me.  They do impact how I think about myself and the world I'm in, no matter how much I think I've tuned all that out.  

I also learned a lot from the opinions of my classmates.  We had some many different types of people from different walks of life and I think that really added to the flavor of the class.  It forced me to think about things differently and question my own thoughts and opinions, which is always a good thing to do. 

Often in academia I think it's hard b/c so many people you find in this realm are very liberal/progressive.  It can be daunting as I frequently find in my political science classes, but it can also be really good.  I find myself questioning my own beliefs and most of the time they dont change (as you said in your post) but I understand my own opinions better and am better able to stand up for them after having had a mini crisi of faith/opinions.  I also think Sharon did a great job of facilitating the class so that all opinions were welcome. 

Throughout this semester, I have really enjoyed having this course.  It has allowed me to interact with my peers and really have my opinions seen and heard.  I also have enjoyed being able to receive structured criticism on these ideas.  

The setup for this class was great.  I feel that by using the discussion boards I leaned not only about my specific topic of "Changes in Alimony Laws" but also about the topics that my peers were researching.  Throughout the semester I really enjoyed being enlightened by the ideas and findings of my classmates regarding their specific topics.

I feel that Alimony Laws are rapidly changing.  With the increases in no-fault divorces it is highly unlikely for a spouse to have to make alimony payments anymore.  I found it very interesting researching this topic and I think that I have gained a better appreciation for women in general.  I really enjoyed this course and thank you for sharing your thoughts and ideas with me throughout the semester.  I hope that things go well for you in your future.


I think that it is amazing how women have been able to push through all of the problems that our society has created for them.  This class really allowed me to see this for the first time and has definitely enlightened me in this area.

I agree that it is amazing when people are able to see around our socitey's norms and "break barriers".  We also had a male cheerleader while I was in high school.  Many of the students teased him about this but I definitely think that it took a great deal of courage on his part.  Not many people are able to stand strong though persecution. 

I have learned that my opinions of the government aren't all wrong.  As a low-income female, my voice really doesn't mean much in politics.  Although I would probably never have picked up a book like The Policy-Making Process on my own, I am glad that I was introduced to the book.  It was well written and I feel well-informed after reading it. It was, again, a reaffirming process.  

The activities were also very informative and put a lot of things into perspective.  I really liked the income activity as it was nice to "see" where I really stand.  As far as the women in advertising activity, I have always felt that women are just "put out there" for anything.  As was discussed, a woman's body can sell just about anything.

As far as my topic, which was breastfeeding in the workplace, I learned quite a bit about the laws in different states, and I was most surprised that the city of Philadelphia outright bans public breastfeeding.  One of the oldest states still sticking to an old practice...As for Illinois, women in our state are pretty protected.  I am grateful to have aquired this knowledge, if nothing else.  

Overall, I think the course was great and am disappointed that Sharon is leaving the university and I am unable to take any further courses with her :(  Good luck to you Sharon and everyone else in the class. 


I also agree with you. Sharon did a great job facilitating the discussions. I learned more from opposing perspectives and the other students than I could have learned by reading text and taking notes. Life happens before our eyes we can either jump into the game or get ran over while trying to spectate. This class will be highly recommended by me.


This was an outstanding course. When I originally registered for this class I had some apprehensions about being a male and perhaps having a slightly different view of things. That was not the case. I truly enjoyed all of the discussions from my mostly female classmates. What I have learned is that we see eye to eye on most topics. Many found it disturbing that the girl was killed over a kiss or that the idiot leader of a country could be so ignorant and spew ridiculous comments about rape. I also learned that life is not fair. We have to continue to fight our battles to create a more homogenous environment for everyone.

My topic was equal pay for equal work. This is something dear to me. I am a male but in no way think I deserve more money for doing the same thing. The old James Brown song "It's a man's world" still prevail for the most part but things can and always do change. I work in the police profession and there are few woman police officers where I work. Most of the dispatcher or secretarial staff are female. I assume these are the jobs that the females wanted. I do believe that anyone regardless of sex, race, creed or any other title should be entitled to apply for and work any job that he or she is capable of managing. 

I have read countless articles on equal pay for man and woman. I don't see that being resolved at this point. I pointed out that when violations are observed strict fines should be leveled against the offender(s). If criminal conduct is substantiated then criminal charges should be sought. Only with time, punishment and the fear of being locked up can we hope to end this unfair practice.

Lastly, speaking as a father of a female child, uncle of a female child and husband to a female I hope that we can end all of the media bias towards females. As a male this ultimately affects me as much as females because I live with females and I don't want to see them treated in the same manner. 

This was a great class. I will definitely miss all of the discussions. I can only hope to have more classes like this in the future. 

P.S to Sharon hang in there. You did an excellent job and I hope to enroll in another one of your classes in the future.


First of all, let me thank Sharon and the rest of the class for a very interesting semester.  I have thoroughly enjoyed this class.  It is so refreshing to be able to hear everyone's opinions because I am a Computer Science major and for the most part my classes consist of theory and definitions.

This class has taught me that women have come a very long way since they were allowed to vote.  However, there are many issues that still need to be addressed.  After reading the textbook, I have learned even more disturbing things about the way our government works.  It seems that money is needed to get most balls rolling on Capitol Hill.  Also, the women in the media section was an eye opener for me.  I never really stopped to notice how much women are used as objects to sell products.  This class was very beneficial for me to take I think that it helped to make my education more well-rounded than if I were to have taken nothing but computer classes.


I always enjoyed reading your postings.  I think that you put a lot of well thought out comments into them.  I also thought that your topic of women in combat was one of the more interesting topics chosen by our classmates.  I believe that women should be allowed to do the same things that men are allowed to do if they want to.  If you are a citizen of the United States of Americas, then you should be able to defend them.


I really think that a woman president would rock this nation. I really can not even predict how society would react. It is great to think of a women accomplshing this but scary in a way too!


I agree with you theories and definitions can only get you so far. It is the expierences and relationships in life that are the most beneficial. This class was great at getting people to think outside the box and analyze. Good Job this semester!!!


YEAAA for you!!! It was so nice to hear the things you wrote about women and equality. I have five brothers and while they are very nice and dignified , they sometimes sink back into the women in the kitchen  and making babies stereotype for women. Personally, I like being a mommy and staying at home but I also appreciate the women and men that are fighting for women's rights. I also have a little girl and three nieces and would hate for them to endure what many girls are subjected to (rape, abuse, etc.) This was a great class!!


I really enjoyed Women and Public Policy.  By far, this class had the best structure because it allowed us as students to research and report findings on issues we may have wanted clarification on ourselves.  I was actually very happy to read and comment on a lot of the topic selections, specifically ones that I could relate to, as could others.  Some of those specific topics were breastfeeding, healthcare insurance costs, deadbeat dads, and most of all abortions.

 

For the most part, I agreed with everyone's postings and if I didn't it was simply because of my own personal research which had me swayed towards my own belief.  One thing I also learned was that regardless of what our ethnic backgrounds are, as women, particularly, we all have dealt with some of the same issues and it mainly comes down to equality.

Based on responses received from classmates regarding Sharon?s articles CNN and other newspapers, it made me feel that people are really concerned about what?s going on with policy-making issues and as such, I should make myself aware of them, too.  Being raised in a household that wasn?t concerned with politics or things concerning the government, due to my parent?s religious background, I never felt the importance to concern myself with it either, despite the fact that I always had questions.  It wasn?t until this class that I ever even researched public policy issues in such depth or found out how policy truly affects people.  

I?ve never been a student who enjoys following a set curriculum for class without being able to think/resolve things on your own; however, I?ve retained more information because of the delivery of this class which is great.

Now that I know my voice does matter and can make a difference, I will try harder to ensure I vote for certain policies I?m in favor or not in favor of, get involved with my community in order to make it stronger than it is, and remember to write letters trying to change the way our advertising media is portraying us as women.

All in all, everyone had informative topics, some of which I knew nothing about, but I am very pleased with the way things turned out.

Thanks to everyone who responded to my postings and provided me with detailed information on their topics.
Have a wonderful summer.

Well, it was fun, I can say that. I have to be honest though. I am far from a feminist, which is odd for me because I am only twenty and you think I would be interested in womens rights. It seems to me that women only want rights when it benefits them. Just to mention a few things : I have NO IDEA why women would want to fight in wars-I would think they would be relieved to stay home with the kids. I personally don't believe in women being firefighters, if I am in a burning building I want to be assured that a strong guy will get me out. Not to say women can't handle this job, I just don't believe that the government should allow women to have this job just because they want fair rights. I don't want to start any problems I am just stating my opinion.

Despite the fact that I feel this way about womens issues, the topics discussed in this class did open my eyes to new issues, ones that I have never thought about. Even though I may not agree with them, I now feel I have better knowledge to discuss them. I liked discussing these issues with other students and their different opinions.I also liked the way that this class was organized. Instead of having to post so many times a week, we were given however much time we needed to research our topics and then post by a certain date.

Even though I did enjoy the different atmosphere and ideas of this class I am sorry to say that I would probably not take another womens issue class- it is just not for me.

Anyway I enjoyed meeting all of you, and Sharon, I hope things turn out better for you.


